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entirely free from any fymptoms of his former complaints j 
and had enjoyed a better ftate of health than he had for fev- 
eral years before. As he ufed little or no medicine after 
drinking the waters, I think we may juilly conclude that the 
acrimony, which for two years had rendered his life mifera- 
ble, was eradicated by them alone. The pulmonick patient 
likewife, whofe cafe is there mentioned, continued in good 
health. S. TENNEY. 

Dr. Joshua Fisher, f, a. a. 

III. ConjeSlures of the Natural Caufes of the North Weft Winds 
being Colder, and more frequent in the Winter in New Eng- 
land, than in the fame Degrees of Latitude in Europe, by 
SAMUEL HALE, Efq. of Portfmouth, f. a. a. 

THE attraction of the Moon and Sun makes the cur- 
rent of air and water, on the globe, move continually 
towards the weft, between the tropicks ; unlefs where ob- 
ftru&ed by land, high mountains, Sec. which caufes an ed- 
dy, both in the the air and water, in a contrary courfe be- 
yond the tropicks. And we actually find the gulf ftream to 
be a very ftrong current, reaching from Cape Florida, along 
the fhore, at unequal diftances therefrom, to the Mle of Sable, 
and Grand Bank. And it is highly probable, that the fand 
carried by this ftream, together with the fand carried down 
by great rivers into bays> and the current out of thofe bays 
meeting with the gulf ftream, by their eddies, have made 
Nantucket Shoals, Cape Cod, George's Bank, Cape Sable 
Bank, the Ifle of Sable, Sec. But to return : the wind, 
which being moftly wefterly beyond the tropicks, as an eddy 
to the tradewind, by pafiing along upon the tops of the 
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Appalachian, Allegany, and other high mountains, which 
form a long ridge, back of our fettlements, muft be made 
very cold ; or, if the wind fhould come from the north or 
northeaft on to thofe mountains, the effect would be the 
fame : For we know, that the fnow lies through the fummer, 
upon the tops of very high mountains, fuch as the Andes, 
the Alps, iEtna, &c. Now, the courfe of the fea being N. E, 
and S. W. and the air being made warmer, and confequently 
lighter, upon the coaft, in the winter, than it is upon and 
near thofe mountains, this caufes a current of air, at right 
angles with the coaft of the fea, that is, a N. W. wind, which 
coming down from the tops of the mountains, with the in- 
creafed cold it there contracted, occafions our north weft 
winds to be more conftant in the winter, and colder than in 
other parts of the world, in the fame latitude, not fo fituat- 
ed. This will alfo account for the N. W. wind being often 
colder, and the thermometer lower in Connecticut than in 
Nova Scotia ; although the latter be fo much further north :, 
as the wind comes down from the tops of higher mountains 
upon Connecticut. Upon the fame principles, our S. W. 
winds, coming along on the fouth eaft fide of the ridge of 
mountains, and not over them, will be warm. This will al- 
io make it probable, that the N. W. winds are not fo cold 
on me low lands N. W. of thofe mountains, as in the fame 
latitudes on the S. E. fide; and the weather, in general, 
milder. The great lakes N. W. from us never freeze; and 
if they did, their ice, when covered with fnow, could not af- 
fect the air over them, any more than land covered with 
friow : fo that the great lakes, back of us, being heretofore 
given as the reafon of N. W. winds being fo very cold, muft 

have 



Account of Frogs found in the Earth. 63 

have been a miftake. We can hardly fuppofe a N. W. wind, 
coming from the N. W. corner of this continent, without 
altering its courfe, to be the caufe ; if fo, why are not the 
N. E. winds in Europe and Afia, in the fame latitudes, as 
cold ? — But we find they are not. 

IV. An Account of Frogs found in the Earth; in a Letter to. 
the Reverend Nehemiah Williams, by Major SAMUEL 

HITCHCOCK, 

Brimfield, Auguji 5, 1789, 
S I R, 

THE following extraft of a letter was written me fome 
time fince, by Major Samuel Hitchcock ; but by mif- 
take, is but juft come to hand. The letter was dated at 
Manchefter, Vermont, November 27th, 1788. The ac- 
count, contained in this letter, has fince been confirmed to= 
me by another gentleman, with this alteration, that thehoufs 
muft be as much as forty or fifty rods from the river. 

" I leave this place, for Burlington on Onion river, in 
three or four days, where I expecl: to refide in future. It 
is handfomely fituated on Lake Champlain, and on a very 
pleafant river. I was informed by a gentleman in that town, 
of a curiofity, which I cannot forbear mentioning to you. 

*' A gentleman of undoubted veracity, who lives about 
twelve or fifteen rods from the river fide, informed me, that 
he had lately been digging a well by his houfe, about the 
fame diftance from the river. The houfe is fituated on a 
little eminence, or rife, that overlooks the river and interval 
adjoining it ; which, previous to his clearing it, was covered 
with a large growth of timber. The ftumps appear to be- 
two feet, two and an half, and three feet thick. At about 
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